SECOND OMAN PHARMACOVIGILAR
SYMPOSIUM AND QUALIFIED PERSON
FOR PHARMACOVIGILANCE MEETING

On Wednesday, March 15, 2023, the Sultanate of Oman, represented by the Ministry of Health, hosted the
Second Oman Pharmacovigilance Symposium and Qualified Person for Pharmacovigilance meeting. It was
organized by the Drug Vigilance and Information Department of the General Directorate of Pharmacy and
Drug Control. The symposium was attended by representatives of pharmacovigilance centers and
pharmacovigilance experts from several Arab countries, including Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Bahrain, Egypt,
Lebanon, Yemen, and Jordan, in addition to speakers and experts from pharmaceutical companies at the
Grand Millennium Muscat Hotel/Oman.

The conference aims to exchange experiences and regional developments in drug safety and
pharmacovigilance, emphasizing the importance of communication and open exchange of information and
opinions about drug safety. Pr. Rita Karam and Dr. Abeer Zeitoun, two representatives from the Lebanese
National Pharmacovigilance Program (LNPVP) at the Ministry of Public Health attended this symposium.
Professor Rita Karam, Coordinator of the National Pharmacovigilance Program in Lebanon, participated
with a lecture entitled "Management of Adverse Drug Reactions: The Lebanese Experience". Her
presentation shed light on the Lebanese National Pharmacovigilance Program (LNPVP) activities and gave
an overview of how this program handles adverse drug reactions. The LNPVP efforts were presented
through a descriptive analysis that compared the data with neighboring Arab countries. Professor Rita
Karam was honored for her outstanding efforts and participation in the symposium.
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